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Insider Tips for SAT Preparation
Darryl Hold, B.A.
If you’re getting ready to take your SATs, you’ve probably been deluged with test-taking advice from well-meaning relatives and friends.  Here’s some more advice…but we’ve tried to keep it to the good stuff, advice you typically can receive only from pricy SAT Prep organizations.  Our guide is Darryl Hold, who taught for one such SAT prep school and is now associated with In-Home Tutors of Atlanta. 
Time Management:
· Don’t waste time reading the instructions!   Read that sentence again.  I’m not saying don’t read the problems – on the contrary, make sure you read and understand each problem before you answer.  But you can read the instructions for each section as part of your test preparation.  Make sure you go into the SATs already knowing the structure and requirements for each part of the test.

· Don’t skip over a question too soon.  Everyone will tell you not to get bogged down on any one problem.  That’s vital.  But also don’t be too quick to think, “I have no clue what this one is about.”  Take a breath, mentally wipe away any preconceptions about the question and read it again.  Maybe this time, the answer will become apparent.  And if you still think: “I have no clue about this one” – move on.
· Leave time to check the easy questions.   In general, the SAT questions are organized by difficulty.  The easy ones are at the beginning.  You should aim to move through these ones quickly to allow yourself more time for the more complex questions.  However, even if you are not finished, it will pay you to leave the last several minutes to go back to the start of the section and check that you made no careless errors on the easier questions.  In other words, in the time it would take to complete one last difficult problem, you may be able to correct two easy answers.  Remember, all questions are worth the same number of points.
· And finally, our most important time management tip: bring a watch!

Verbal Strategies
· Don’t spend countless hours memorizing words and their meanings. The key to mastering the vocabulary section of the SAT is to learn groups of words in multiples. Study prefixes, suffixes and root meanings so that you can intelligently guess the meaning of a word. 

· Example: the prefix "ex" always means out or away. Think of the common words exit and exterior. Now how about extrinsic and extrapolate? You could guess that extrinsic means “external to” (another ex word).  

· Solve analogies by building a link or bridge between the two given words. Frequently, students become befuddled when they see the dots (colon) sandwiched between two words. Try crossing out the colon, replacing it with the connecting word or bridge phrase. 

· Example:  book: pages is analogous to anthology: (a) library (b) compendium (c) stories (d) encyclopedia.  The bridge is the word collection. A book is a collection of pages.  So an anthology is a collection of… select the word that makes most sense, in this case “stories”. Always write out the bridge word; you’ll find it will lessen your test anxiety. 

· Memory devices can be invaluable to your SAT success. There are many fine memory systems that the preparing student can utilize. 
· Example: you can remember classification systems in biology with this classic memory device. Kings Play Chess ON Friday Generally Speaking represents Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus and Species. To emphasize how potent this memory device is, I learned it in the 7th grade!      

Math Strategies
· If you’re thinking, “this problem is getting tedious, with too many decimal points and calculations,” you’ve probably got it wrong.  In general, math questions on the SAT will not require complicated calculations; look for ways to simplify the problem or factor.

· OK, you can bring your calculator.  I’ve always been a bit puritanical about calculators.  Too many people use them as a crutch and, indeed, the SAT math questions are designed not to require a calculator.  But a calculator is allowed, and you should bring one.  Use it to save time and to check your work…

· …BUT remember that a calculator has no common sense.  It will not know when an answer is absurd.  That’s your job.  Always submit your calculator results to a reasonableness test.  The average of 17 and 28 cannot be 2.25; if the answer is someone’s age, it cannot be 329.
Call In-Home Tutors for more insider tips

We hope you find these SAT tips and strategies useful.   Further SAT tips and printed resources are listed on our web site at http://www.inhometutors.biz.  We wish you good luck on the tests.  Take the SAT seriously – a good SAT score will help you get into the college you want.  But don’t be too anxious.  Remember that all schools take factors other than the SAT into account when assessing candidates.   If you would like one-on-one SAT Prep tutoring, please don’t hesitate to call us at 770-645-8750.
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